
If you would be interested in any of the following ways to 
study the Bible, feel free to let us know: 

• Home Bible Study - We will come into your home or other 
place you feel comfortable and study the Bible with you.  
Bible questions are welcome in these studies and we will seek 
to give a Bible answer. 

• Correspondence courses - We will be glad to mail you a 
correspondence lesson that you can fill out and mail back to 
us and we will send you the next lesson. 

• Call us with your Bible question - #503-707-6014. 

• Visit our website: 
www.oakgrovechurchofchristjenningsflorida.com. 

• Come and visit - We always strive to have good, practical 
Bible instruction at each of our assemblies. 
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Elementary Principles - Part 3 
“Faith Toward God” 

By Derek Long 
 The concept of “faith toward God” is mentioned by 
the Hebrew writer as part of the “elementary principles of 
Christ” (Hebrews 6:1-2).  Faith toward God is essential in 
the life of the child of God.  Faith toward God is required 
if we are going to grow further in our knowledge of God’s 
word.  What are some things we need to understand about 
“faith toward God”? 
• Faith toward God involves believing God exists.  

Hebrews 11:6 speaks about the necessity of faith.  It 
says one must “believe that He is.”  God has provided 
plenty of evidence to convince an honest hearted person 
of His existence.  People who look out at the world 
around them and do not see the evidence for God’s 
existence are without excuse (Romans 1:20; Psalm 
19:1). 

• Faith toward God involves having an accurate view of 
God.  Hebrews 11:6 also points out one must believe 
God “is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  
Faith toward God requires us to know about the 
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God’s Plan of Salvation: 
1. Hear - Romans 10:17 
2. Believe - Mark 16:16 
3. Repent - Acts 2:38 
4. Confess - Romans 10:10 
5. Be baptized - Acts 22:16 
6. Live faithfully - Revelation 2:10



character of God and then to act in response to God’s 
character.  If one believes God will reward those who 
diligently seek Him, then one would naturally seek to 
diligently seek God. 

• Faith toward God involves not just possessing a mental 
assent to God’s existence and character but acts upon 
such a belief.  James 2:14-26 explains how a faith 
without works is dead.  Faith moves one to act and a 
faith which does not move one to act cannot be a saving 
faith.  Many people in the religious world want to speak 
about people being saved by faith only.  The Bible 
clearly tells us, “You see then that a man is justified by 
works, and not by faith only” (James 2:24). 

• Faith involves us believing in evidence for an unseen 
reality.  Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  
Faith involves a conviction of belief in something one 
has not observed with the physical eyes.  John 1:18 and 
1 John 4:12 say we have never seen God.  We believe in 
several things which we have not seen based upon 
sufficient evidence and we should believe in God based 
upon the sufficient evidence of His existence.  2 
Corinthians 5:7 shows walking by faith means we are 
not walking by sight. 

• Faith toward God is something which must be 
maintained.  Jude 20 says, “But you, beloved, building 
yourselves up on your most holy faith.”  It is not good 
enough to have believed at one time and stop acting out 

of faith in God.  Faith toward God needs to direct 
everything about our lives. 

• Faith toward God will cause us to trust His revelation 
above our own thinking.  Isaiah 55:8-9 reminds us, 
“‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 
ways My ways,’ says the Lord.  ‘For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.’”  Faith in 
God leads us to follow His instructions instead of our 
own fallible human wisdom (Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 
14:12; 16:25). !

 Do we posses a faith toward God?  Do we believe 
God’s will and allow it to direct our steps?  Are we trusting 
and acting upon God’s instructions for us? 


