
If you would be interested in any of the following ways to 
study the Bible, feel free to let us know: 

• Home Bible Study - We will come into your home or other 
place you feel comfortable and study the Bible with you.  
Bible questions are welcome in these studies and we will seek 
to give a Bible answer. 

• Correspondence courses - We will be glad to mail you a cor-
respondence lesson that you can fill out and mail back to us 
and we will send you the next lesson. 

• Call us with your Bible question - #503-707-6014. 
• Visit our website: www.oakgrovechurchofchristjenningsflori-

da.com  
• Come and visit - We always strive to have good, practical 

Bible instruction at each of our assemblies. 
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How People Responded to 
Jesus’ Approaching Death 

By Derek Long 

 Mark 14 deals with some events which take place lead-
ing up to the death of Jesus in Mark 15.  As one reads through 
Mark 14, they can observe how different individuals acted as 
Jesus’ death was approaching.  Let’s examine some of their re-
sponses and think about lessons we can learn from each. 

 The first group of people we want to think about is the 
Jewish leaders.  In Mark 14:1-2 we are told how, “the chief 
priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by 
trickery and put Him to death” (NKJV).  These individuals 
viewed Jesus as a problem and were wanting to get rid of Him.  
Jesus had rebuked their sinful practices.  In Mark 12:38-40 He 
said, “Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long 
robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the 
synagogues, and the best places at feasts, who devour widows’ 
houses, and for a pretense make long prayers.  These will re-
ceive greater condemnation” (NKJV).  In Mark 11:15-19, Jesus 
drives out those who bought and sold in the temple.  In re-
sponse, the scribes and chief priests sought how to destroy 
Him.  Some people viewed Jesus as an enemy.  Some people 
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would have thought things would be better without Him.  Some 
people were angered by Jesus’ rebuke of their sinful practices.  
Are we like these people in how we respond to Jesus? 

 Mark 14 also shows us how Mary (John 12:3) respond-
ed to the approaching death of Jesus (Mark 14:3-9).  She re-
sponded to the fact Jesus was about to die by taking the oppor-
tunity to show her great love toward Jesus.  She had some very 
costly oil and was willing to use the oil to anoint Jesus’ body 
for burial.  Are we willing to demonstrate our love for Jesus 
like she did?  Will we give ourselves to serve Him? 

 Mark 14 tells us of Judas Iscariot’s response to Jesus’ 
approaching death (Mark 14:10-11, 43-46).  John 12:6 tells us 
Judas, “was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take 
what was put in it” (NKJV).  Judas had a problem with loving 
money (1 Timothy 6:9-10; 2 Timothy 3:2).  He is willing to be-
tray Jesus in order to gratify His desire for more money.  Even 
though Jesus was approaching death Judas was thinking more 
about himself than about Jesus.  He was looking for opportuni-
ties to enrich himself.  Are we like selfish Judas in our actions?  
Does our love of money lead us away from serving Jesus? 

 Mark 14 shows us what the disciples did while Jesus 
was praying to the Father in Gethsemane (Mark 14:32-42).  The 
disciples used the moments leading up to Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, 
trial, and crucifixion to sleep.  Jesus had told them to “watch 
and pray” (vs. 34, 38).  The disciples had an opportunity to pre-
pare themselves for the temptation they were about to face by 
praying but failed to use the opportunity.  The disciples had an 
opportunity to pray for what Jesus was about to go through and 
perhaps provide comfort to Jesus but they were sleeping.  The 
disciples let a wonderful opportunity pass by them!  Do we let 

opportunities to do good pass us by?  Do we allow temptation 
to come upon us while we are unprepared because we have 
failed to use our time in the best manner possible? 

 Mark 14 tells of an event which is not recorded in any 
of the other gospel accounts.  In Mark 14:51-52, we read of 
how one young man responded to Jesus being betrayed and ar-
rested.  It says, “Now a certain young man followed Him, hav-
ing a linen cloth thrown around his naked body.  And the young 
men laid hold of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled from 
them naked” (NKJV).  We do not know a lot of details about 
this young man.  However, we know he fled as the other disci-
ples did (Mark 14:50).  Do we flee when following Jesus seems 
dangerous or do we remain loyal to Him? 

 Mark 14 shows Jesus is fully aware of His upcoming 
death.  He institutes the Lord’s Supper in Mark 14:22-26 to 
serve as a reminder to the disciples of His sacrifice after His 
death.  He prays to the Father to let the cup pass if it is possible 
but is willing to carry out the Father’s will (Mark 14:36).  Jesus 
knows He is about to be put to death and yet He is willing to 
voluntarily sacrifice Himself for the sins of the world.  Jesus 
said, “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My 
life that I may take it again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay 
it down of Myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again.  The command I have received from My 
Father” (John 10:17-18, NKJV).  Jesus demonstrates His love 
for God and for us.  Jesus demonstrates His obedience to the 
Father.  Jesus goes to the cross knowing the outcome will be 
salvation is made available to the world (Hebrews 12:2).


