God’s Plan of Salvation:
Hear - Romans 10:17
Believe - Mark 16:16
Repent - Acts 2:38
Confess - Romans 10:10
Be baptized - Acts 22:16
Live faithfully - Revelation 2:10
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Announcements:
Sick: Mrs. Calvert, Mr. and Mrs. Hadley, Mrs. Kelly Hall, Mrs. Elizabeth
Jackson, Ms. Kim (Ashley Law’s mother), Mr. Mathis, Lamar Mathis, Mr.
and Mrs. Pete Newsome, Mrs. Sowder, Ms. Ward, Mr. Winns.

If you would be interested in any of the following ways to
study the Bible, feel free to let us know:

* Home Bible Study - We will come into your home or other
place you feel comfortable and study the Bible with you.
Bible questions are welcome in these studies and we will seek
to give a Bible answer.

* Correspondence courses - We will be glad to mail you a cor-
respondence lesson that you can fill out and mail back to us
and we will send you the next lesson.

* Call us with your Bible question - #503-707-6014.

* Visit our website: www.oakgrovechurchofchristjenningsflori-
da.com

» Come and visit - We always strive to have good, practical
Bible instruction at each of our assemblies.
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The Parable of the Sower

By Derek Long

In Luke 8:4-8, Jesus speaks a parable which helps to
demonstrate how various individuals respond to the teaching of
God’s word. Luke 8:4-8 says, “And when a great multitude had
gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke
by a parable: ‘A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he
sowed, some feel by the wayside; and it was trampled down,
and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as
soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked mois-
ture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up
with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground, sprang
up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these
things He cried, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!”” (NKJV). Those who initially heard this parable ques-
tioned what it meant and so Jesus would go on and explain the
parable to His disciples. He said, “Now the parable is this: The
seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones
who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones
on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word
with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in
time of temptation fall away. Now the ones that fell among
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thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no
fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are
those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart,
keep it and bear fruit with patience” (NKJV). Let’s examine
some lessons we can learn from the parable of the sower!

* The fact some did not go on to bear fruit was not because
there was some problem with the seed. The seed could have
produced if the soil had been what it ought to have been. It
is important for us to remember there is nothing wrong with
the word of God when people reject it, fall away, and fail to

bear fruit for God. Let’s remember the seed (the gospel mes-

sage) is still powerful (Romans 1:16)!

* There is nothing said about the sower not doing a good job in
the parable. It is easy for those who are trying to teach God’s

word to others to become discouraged when people do not
respond favorably. However, we need to remember our job
is to sow the seed. 1 Corinthians 3:6 reminds us of Paul’s
efforts. He said, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave

the increase” (NKJV). Paul and Apollos’ job was to plant the
seed and water it. They were not responsible for making sure

it increased.

* The parable of the sower reminds us some people will simply

be uninterested in the gospel. There will be some who hear
the word of God but their hearts are hardened like the way-
side soil and they fail to receive it. As we go out and teach

people, we need to recognize we are going to encounter some

people whose hearts are like wayside soil.

* The parable of the sower reminds us some people will fall

away. There will be some who hear the gospel, receive it,
and yet fall away because they lack the endurance needed to
face tribulations and persecutions. It is sad to watch people
we have worked with in teaching them the gospel fall away.
Yet we need to remember Jesus taught us we would en-
counter such people. In fact, Jesus Himself had people who
would turn and walk with Him no more at times (John 6:66).

The parable of the sower remind us some people will receive
the gospel but will fail to bear fruit because they have other
things which distract them from serving God. Perhaps we
have observed people who have become Christians but fail to
grow as they should or fail to teach others because they are
distracted with the things of this world. We need to make
sure we do not become so distracted by cares, riches, and
pleasures of life that we do not bear fruit.

The parable of the sower reminds us some people will hear
the word, keep it, and bear fruit. If we have encountered
people in the first three categories, it can be easy to feel dis-
couraged and want to give up. However, we need to remem-
ber there are those who have a heart which is receptive to the
word of God and who are dedicated to faithfully serving
God. Let’s make sure we are good soil! Let’s make sure we
continue sowing the seed so it will land on the good soil
which exists around us.



