
If you would be interested in any of the following ways to 
study the Bible, feel free to let us know: 

• Home Bible Study - We will come into your home or other 
place you feel comfortable and study the Bible with you.  
Bible questions are welcome in these studies and we will seek 
to give a Bible answer. 

• Correspondence courses - We will be glad to mail you a cor-
respondence lesson that you can fill out and mail back to us 
and we will send you the next lesson. 

• Call us with your Bible question - #503-707-6014. 
• Visit our website: www.oakgrovechurchofchristjenningsflori-

da.com  
• Come and visit - We always strive to have good, practical 

Bible instruction at each of our assemblies. 
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God Wants but Does Not Need 
By Derek Long 

 In certain relationships one or both parties may need 
each other.  For example, when a child is really young it needs 
a relationship with a caregiver (hopefully the parents) in order 
to survive.  The baby cannot survive without a relationship with 
a caring adult.  In other relationships neither party needs the 
other but both parties want a relationship with the other.  Many 
friendships would fall into this category.  Each person can exist 
without the other but each wants a relationship with the other 
individual.  Some relationships might fall into both categories 
where a person needs an individual and wants a relationship 
with the individual.  As children pass the infant stage they may 
go through a time where they still need their parents for sup-
port, etc. but they also want a relationship with their parents.  In 
considering these thoughts recently it caused me to think about 
our relationship with God. 

 God does not need us.  In Psalm 50:10-13 God would 
say, “For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a 
thousand hills.  I know all the birds of the mountains, and the 
wild beasts of the field are Mine.  If I were hungry, I would not 
tell you; for all the world is Mine, and all its fullness.  Will I eat 
the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats?” (NKJV).  God 
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does not need us to provide Him with something essential to 
His existence.  Nothing we do against God impacts His exis-
tence either.  Proverbs 21:30 says, “There is no wisdom or un-
derstanding or counsel against the Lord” (NKJV).  God does 
not rely upon us for His existence.  God does not seek a rela-
tionship with us because He is in need of us for His continued 
existence.  If we reject God, God remains just as much God as 
He was before our rejection of Him. 

 God wants or desires a relationship with us.  Jesus said, 
“But the hour is coming and now is, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him” (John 4:23, NKJV).  God wants 
us to worship Him.  God wants us to be with Him throughout 
eternity.  God desire is to bring “many sons to glory” (Hebrews 
2:10, NKJV).  God wants us to dwell with Him and be His peo-
ple and to be our God (Revelation 21:3).  Such is a theme re-
peated throughout the pages of the Bible.  When we consider 
the lengths God has gone to to make us His children (1 John 
3:1), it should be all the more impressive when we think it is 
not because He had a need to do it but He instead chose to do it. 

 On the other hand, we need God for our existence.  Our 
physical existence is contingent upon God.  Daniel 5:23 talks 
about, “God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all 
your ways” (NKJV).  Paul in Athens makes this contrast be-
tween our need for God and God’s self-sufficiency.  Acts 17:24-
25 says, “God, who made the world and everything in it, since 
He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made 
with hands.  Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though 
He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all 
things” (NKJV).  God is not in need of anything from us but we 

need God for life, breath, and all things.  It would appear Elihu 
correctly points out God’s power over our existence in Job 
34:14-15 by saying, “If He should set His heart on it, if He 
should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, all flesh 
would perish together, and man would return to dust” (NKJV).  
We rely upon God for the food we eat (Acts 14:17) and every 
good thing (James 1:17). 

 While we need God for our existence, we should want a 
relationship with God as well.  The Psalms do a good job de-
scribing the sort of longing we ought to have for a relationship 
with God.  Psalm 42:1-2 says, “As the deer pants for the water 
brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.  My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God.  When shall I come and appear before 
God?” (NKJV).  Psalm 84:1-2 says, “How lovely is Your taber-
nacle, O Lord of hosts!  My soul longs, yes, even faints for the 
courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living 
God” (NKJV).  Just as a child relies upon his parents, we rely 
upon God but just as a child should want a relationship with his 
parents, we should want a relationship with our Father in heav-
en.  We need God’s love toward us (Romans 5:6-8).  God’s love 
toward us should produce in us a longing for Him.  “We love 
Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19, NKJV).


